CHAPTEB XIV

THE NEW LAWS

THERE was still an important but difficult piece of
work to be achieved for the encomenderos of New
Granada. The sources of gold were reported to
be on the other side of the Eiver Magdalena,
and the fierce tribe of Panches barred the way.
It was a young but very able and judicious
officer named Hernan Venegas who solved this
difficulty.

Venegas equipped a small force, consisting
mainly of infantry, but with some cavalry and
bloodhounds, and left Bogota to discover the gold-
mines. He descended the slopes of the cordillera
as far as the junction of the Eiver Vituimita with
a stream flowing down a deep ravine. Here he
encountered the army of the Panches under their
chief, Siquima. There was a fierce encounter;
but the Panches, who did not fear the horses, were
terrified by the bloodhounds, and fled to their
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